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Ensure that your driveway isat least20 feet wide. Check
with your local fire agency for greater widths required
in some situations.

Provide at least 15 'h feet of vertical clearanceover
your dri veway by removing overhead obstructions .
If t ree limbs are near power lines contact SDG&E
at 1-800-411-SDGE (7343).

Provide turnaround areasat the end of long driveways
and dead-end roads. The turning radiusofa fire access
road should be a min imum of 30 feet. Residential area
cui-de-sacs serving more than two structures.should be
70feet wide.

Maintain vegetation to six inches in height and at least
ten feet on eachside of your driveway. This reducesthe
risk of a fire from cigarettes thrown from carsand
exhaust sparks. Burning roadside vegetation may
prevent you from safely evacuating your home or keep
firefighters from reaching it.

Check with your localfire agencyto make surethat water
access isadequate for your area. Diminished water
supply may require more extensive fire protection plans.
The lS'6-lIertical and20'horizontal areaisfree
oftree branches,shrubs and otherobstrucrions.
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fIIusrration adaptedwithpermission fromtheRancho Sonro FeFireDeportment.

Reduce YOUR Risk:

Structure
Zone
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Checkthat bridges and culverts leading to your home
areposted with load limits and that the load limits are
adequate for local firefighting equipment. Inadequate
bridge and culvert st ructuresmayprevent-firefighters
from reaching your home.

Equip automaticgateswith approvedemergency
key-operatedswitches that override all command
functionsso the gatecanbe opened by emergency
personnel. Contact your localfireagencyto ensurethat
emergencygateplansare in place. .

WHAT IS THE ACCESS ZONEI THEACCESSZONEISTHE AREA
THAT HELPS EMERGENCY CREWS AND FIREFIGHTERS TO
LOCATE AND ARRIVEAT YOURHOME IN A TIMELYMANNER.

ReduceYOUR Risk:

Check to make surestreet signsare posted at-each
intersection leading to your address. Streetsignsshould
feature lettersat leastfour incheshigh and be
constructed of a reflective,fire resistantmaterial.

Notify your localroad or streetdepartment of missing,
darnaped,or hard-to-see signs.

Ensure your home'saddress sign isdearly visible from
the road or street. Single-homeaddress signs should
feature numbersat least four incheshigh. A minimum
of six-tach high numbers are required for multi­
resident ial buildinqs.

If your home isnot visible from the road or street, place an
.address signwhereyour drivewayleavesthe main road.

To learn more, contactSanDiegoFire-Rescue Department
at www.sandieqo.qovzflreandems

To learn more.contact San DiegoFire-RescueDepartment
at www.sendieqo.qov/tlreanderns



See also Defensible Space Card for Trees.
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Reduce YOUR Risk:

Removeall dead and dying vegetation in the remaining65
feet ofthe 100feetofdefensible space.This isdefined in the
landDevelopmentCode as"ZoneTwo."[142.041 2(b)21Next,
reducevegetationcoverage by 50 percent ofall brush over24
inches in heightThen followthespacing diagram shown onthe
Defensible SpaceCard forTrees.The goal is tohave sporadic
vegetationtoslowdown afire,its flamelengthand intensity.
Do notcompletelyremovenaturalvegetation. If cutting back
natural vegetationisneeded toachieve desired plantspacing,
youshould cutback nomore than sixinchesabovetheground.
Use onlylegal practices for reducingvegetation such as
mowing,cutting and grazing; leave theroot structure intact.
Do not completely remove all vegetation and leave theground
bare. Illegal clearing practices orremovalofall vegetation may
cause soil erosion and habitat destruction.
Create vertical separation betweenshrubsand treesby
removing lower vegetation ortrimming off the trees'lower
branches.Separation is necessary toavoid creating a"fire
ladder" from which thefire can easily ignite from ground
vegetation and spread into the trees'branches.
Prune remaining shrubs over 4ftin height into"umbrellas"as

iIIustratedbelO\:A.. ~~s
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Remove all dead ordying vegetation,debris,green-waste,
rubbish and other combustible materials from property or
mulch.
Residents are responsible for following all environmental
policies and obtaining all thenecessary permits required for
theirlocal area. SeetheRre-Rescue Department's Bulletin #1:
BrushManagement Guide for furtherinformation oncreating
and maintainingtheBrush Management Zones.

Structure
Zone

-
Reduce YOUR Risk:

Focus on creating a defensible spaceareafor a distance
of 100feetaroundyourhome. Defensible spaceshould
be createdaroundentireneighborhoods as well as
individual homes.

Createa"lean,clean,green"areabyusing fi re-resistant,
irrigated landscapingin the first 35feetaroundyour
home. Thisis defined in the Land Development Codeas
"Zone One."[l42.0412(b)l] These plants must be
maintainedyear-round. Fire-resistant plants typically
have the following characteristics: growclose to the
ground; have a lowsap orresincontent;do not accu­
mulatedead branches,needles or leaves; and are easily
maintained and are drought-tolerant.

WHAT 15 THE DEFENSIBLE SPACE ZONE? DEFENSIBLE SPACE IS THE
AREA AROUND YOUR HOME WHERE VEGETATION IS MANAGED TO
REDUCETHE R1SKSTO UFE AND PROPERTY.

Plants and shrubs can increase or decrease the wildfire risk to
your home, depending on type, placement and care. Over­
grown and dry vegetation can be ignited by flying embers.
Burning vegetation increases the intensity of a fire and can
become another source for embers, which increases the risk
of additional fires starting in the community. Astandard 100
feetofdefensible spaceis mandated byState, and County,and
City ordinances.Residents can be fined if found noncompliant.
Providing 100 feet ofdefensible space around yourhorne will
helpfirefighters safely defendyourhome.

To learn more, contact San Diego Rre-Rescue Department
al www.sandiego.govlfireandems

-
To learn more, contact San Diego Rre-Rescue Department

at www.sandiego.govlfireandems
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Any major structurai pruning of trees within the defen­
sible spaceshould be done by a licensed professional to
ensure ongoing health ofthe trees.

Residentsare responsible for following all environmen­
tal policies and obtaining all the necessarypermits
required for their local area.

la M"""'"C'"."_"_.........-...-, ...."10"._

Reduce YOUR Risk:

Trim lower tree branches at least five feet off the
ground, even if there is no ground vegetation below.
Burning needles and twigs lying on the ground can
ignite low-growing tree branches.

Trim tree branches that overhang or touch your home.
Remove any tree limbs within ten feet ofyour chimney.
A burning tree may produce embers that could ignite
your home. Burning debris can fall directly on your
roof, in gutters or enter your home through the
chimney or vents .

Any new trees to be planted within the defensible space
should be located so that at maturity, the edge of their
canopies shall be at least 10 feet away from the house.

Trim or remove trees located under or near electrical
power lines. Contact between trees and electrical power
lines can start a fire. If tree limbs are near power lines
contact SDG&E at (BOO) 411-SDGE-(7343).

Structure
Zone

Remove dead, weak or diseased trees from your
property, particularly in heavily wooded areas. This
can improve growing conditions for existing trees
and help reduce fire hazards.

Create vertical separation between shrubs and trees
by trimming or removing lower vegetation or
trimming off trees' lower branches. Separation
between trees and shrubs is necessary to avoid
creating a"fire ladder"from which the fire can easily
ignite from ground vegetation and spread into the
tree's branches.

Focus o.ncreating a defensible space area with a
distance of 100 feet around your home. Defensible
space should be created around entire neighbor­
hoods as well as individual homes.

WHAT IS THE DEFENSIBlE SPACE ZONEI DEFE NSIBLE SPACE
IS THEAREA AROUND YOUR HOI\IE WHEREVEGETATION IS
MANAGED TO REDUCE THE RISKS TO LIFE AND PROPERTY.

Dead, weak or diseased trees outside your home provide'
fuel for a wildfire, which increases the fires' intensity. Main­
tain a standard 100 feet of defensible space around your
home to help reduce the impact of wildfire and provide
firefighters adequate space to safely defend your home.

Reduce YOUR Risk:

See also Defensible Space Card for Shrubs & Groundcovers.

Toleam more,contact San Diego Rre-RescueDepartment
at www.sandiego.govlfireandems

Toleam more,contact San Diego Rre·Rescue Department
at www.sandiego.govlfirea ndems
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Check fire extinguishers annually and recharge after
each use. Many fire extinguishers come equipped
with a gauge to indicate their readiness.

Consider installing an interior fire sprinkler system,
particularly if your home is near the Wildland-Urban
Interface (WUI) or other high-risk fire area. Fire
sprinkler systems can immediately begin to fight a
fire, even when you are not home. Ensure your
sprinkler system is installed by a licensed contractor.
WUI is the area where structures and other human
development meet or intermingle with undeveloped. .
wildlands.

Fire extinguishers are rated by
the type of fire they can
extinguish. (Al rated extingushers
put out wood or cloth fires. (B) rated
extinguishers put out flammable liquid fires.
(C) rated extinguishers are for electrical fires and
(D) rated extinguishers for flammable metals.

Own and mainta in fire extinguishers
to quickly put out small fires.

Reduce YOURRisk:

Usethe hose attachment on your vacuum to clean
your smoke alarms regularly. Dust and debris can
interfere with proper functioning.

Structure
Zone

WHAT IS THE I lERIOR ZONE? THE INTERIOR ZONE IS
LOCATED INSIDE YOUR HOME. THERE ARE MANY FIRE
SAFETY TIPS THAT WILL HfLP YOU PROTECT THIS AREA.

Smoke detectors can be the first way to detect a fire and
can provide you with adequate time to react. Failure to
install and maintain smoke detectors can leave your home
vulnerable, especially when sleeping. Homes without fire
extinguishers lack the means to quickly respond to small
fires that may grow out of control. Homes without fire
sprinkler systems lack the added protection sprinklers can
offer when a fire breaks out.

Reduce YOUR Risk:

Smoke alarms are inexpensive'devices that save many
lives. Install an Underwriters laboratory (Ul.) listed
smoke alarmln every bedroom and common area of
your home, including the basement. Ul is an indepen­
dent, not-for-profit organization that performs
product safety certification and quality system
registration services.

Testeach smoke alarm once a
month to ensure they are

working and replace the r····· "
batteries once a year. When .' J••• · ;". ~ I

the detector begins ' chirping" ,,~

the batteries are low and you should ./
replace them. The typical service life of a smoke
detector unit is 8 to 10 years. Replacethem on a
regular,schedule.

Tolearnmore,contactSan DiegoRre-Rescue Department
at www.sandiego.govlfireanderns

Tolearnmore,contact San Diego Rre-Rescue Department
at www.sandiego.govlfireanderns



Stru cture
Zone

Reduce YOUR Risk:

Know the signs of a chimney fire. The signs ofa chimney
fire include roaring/sucking sounds,shaking stovepipes
and flames coming out of the chimney. If you detect th e
signs of a chimney fire, immediately call the fire depart­
ment and evacuate your home. Have your chimney
professionally inspected at least once a year and after
any chimney fire. Check wi th your local fire agency for
more information. Chimney fires do not occur in clean,
intact, properly installed chimneys.

"Adapred.withpermissIon, from theUniversity ofCalifornia
Cooperative Extension, Counry ofSanDiego.·

Dispose of all ashes in a metal ash container and wait
a minimum of seven days before transferring them 0

to another conta iner. Ashes can remain hot for many
days and can ignite other combustible materials.

To reduce creosote build-up in your chimney,start a
large fire in your fireplace and allow the wood to burn
rapidly and intensely for lO to l5 minutes.several times
a week. Burn dry wood for more efficient burning. Soot
and creosote build-up will result from small smoldering
firesconsistently burned in your fireplace, which
increasesyour risk of a chimney fire.
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Stack firewood at least 50 feet away from your home
and clear combustible vegetation within ten feet of
the firewood pile. Burning embers can easily ignite a
firewood stack and endanger your home, particularly
if stacked next to the house. Do not store firewood .
stacks in an uphill location from your home. A
burn ing firewood stack can fall apart, roll down a hill
and ignite your home.

Keep flammable materials at least three feet away from
woodstoves and fireplaces to prevent unintended fires
by flying embers.

Use metal, mesh or glass screening in front of your
fireplace opening. Screens or glass help prevent
burning embers or sparks from escaping and starting
a fire inside you r home.

Use proper lighting procedures to starta fire. Never use
flammable liquids like gasoline.

Do not use excessiveamounts of paper w hen starting
a fire and do not use any colored paper. This can
accelerate creosote build-up and increase the likeli­
hood of a chimney fire.

WH AT IS THE I TERIOR ZONU THE INTERIOR ZO NE IS
LOCATED INSIDE YOUR HOME. THERE ARE MANY FIRE
SAFETY TIPS THAT WILL'HELP YOU PROTECT THIS AREA.

Rres can begin in chimneys when excessivecreosote builds up
on the chimney walls . Creosote is a combustible substance
that is a natural by-product of burning wood and is usually
found in deposits on chimney walls. Irnproper burning proce­
dures can accelerate creosote build-up, A fire hazard exists if·
l /4 inch or more of creosote coats the inner wall of a chimney.
Becareful when disposing ofhot ashesbecause they can ignite
other materials. Firewood stored too close to your home can
also increaseyour home'ssusceptibility to wildfire. - .

Reduce YOUR Risk:

Tolearn more,contact San Diego Fire-Rescue Department
at www.sandiego.gov/flreandems
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Keep roofs and gutters free of fallen debris such as
needles,leaves, and branches. Roof debris can
accumulate near collection points such asvents, .
skylights, roof intersections or valleys, and against
exterior walls.Evenif a roof isfire-resistant,burning
debris can ignite the roof or other adjacent materials .
orthe debris can enter into the attic through vents.
Consider gutter covers orquards to help reduce the
frequency of cleanings.Remember,you will have to
maintain these covers.

"Adapted.withpermission,from theUniversityofCalifornia
CooperativeExtension.CountyofSanDiego.·

Maintain your roof and make necessary repairs.Fix
gaps or spaces in tile roofs.Roof coverings should be
maintained and repaired to avoid exposing the
underlying roof sheathing materials to burning
embers. . '

llmll ipr. ildol.fire
l>&)'tlOd .....CB ofd~I:CI
l1amll !mplnllamllnl

.
lnstallnon-cornbustlble bird stops at the eaveends of
barrel-style roof coverings.Bird stops prevent the
accumulation of debris and keep birds from building
nests in the space between the roof'scovering and
underly ing roof sheathing .

illustratIonadapted withpermission ttom the Rancho Soma FeFireDtportmtnt.
•

Reduce YOUR Risk:

Structure
Zone

Upgrade your roof to a Class A fire-reSistance rating,
which is the most flre-reslstant and is required by
law for new or replacement construction. Class A
ratings can' be obtained in two ways: By the roof
.coverlnq alone or as a roof covering assembly,
w hich includes both the covering and underlying
materials. To determine the rating of your roof,
talk/to a licensed roofing contractor. To find a list
of licensed contractors, visit .
www2.cslb.ca.gov/CSLB_L1BRARY/N ame+Request.asp.

WH AT IS THE STRUCTURE ZONE? THE STRUCTUREZONE
CO NTAINS TIPS TO REDUCE FIRE RISKS TO YOUR HOME
AND OTHER STRUCTURES ON YOUR PROPERTY.

Inspect your roof and replace when needed. Many
roof coverings used in residential construction
should be replaced every 20 to 40 years.

Reduce YOURRisk:

The roof of your home is the most vulnerable structural
pari of your home to a wildfire. While your home may only
be exposed to wildfire flames 'and radiant heat fo r a few
minutes, burn ing embers can rain down on your home for
'a number of hours. Homes with roofs made of non-fire
retardant wood shakes or wood shingles are less likely to
survive a wildfire than homes with flre-reslstant roofs.
Gutte'rs can also easily accumulatedebrls that can ·ignite.

Tolearn more,contact San Diego Fire-RescueDepartment
at www.sandlego.gov/fireandems

Tolearn more,contact San Diego Fire-Rescue Department
at www.sandiego.gov/fi reandems



Structure
Zone

WHAT IS THE STRUCTURE ZONE ? THE STRUCTURE ZONE
CONTAINS TIPS TO REDU CE FIRE RI SKS TO YOUR HOME
AND OTHER STRUCT URES ON YOUR PROPERTY.

ReduceYOUR Risk:

Select non-combustible or fire-resistant materials
for exter ior siding instead of combustible materials.
Non-combustible siding materials can include
stucco, brick, and fiber-cement ,material.

Maintain and repair exterior siding to ensure no
gaps are present that expose the underlying wall .
Inspect the area near the ground for moisture rot.
Exposing the underlying wall can increase the
chance of igniting your home, even if the exterior
siding is non-combustible. Decaying wood is also
easily ignited.

-.:.....- Vent blocks

Weep 50800 • openings

IT]
l.!!;~-~=~-- Heater Of fresh ilLr vent

Foundalio~ vents

Roofvents _ .

Gable end vent

Maintain or remove combustible vegetation and
decorative plantings from the exterior area around
your home following guidelines outlined on the
"Defensible Space"Wildfire Zone cards. Burning
vegetation adjacent to your home also greatly
increasesyour home's exposure to direct flames,
radiant heat and burning ~mbers.

Illustrationadapted with peimission fromtheRancho Soma Fe FireDepartment.

ReduceYOUR Risk:

Cover the undersides of your eaves with a fire­
resistant material to box them in, which will protect
the eave areaand help keep hot air out.

. .
The eaves of a home act as a heat trap for hot air, gases
and burning embers, which greatly increases the chance
of a fire igniting your home. Wide roof overhangs provide
greater moisture protection for the exterior walls of your
home, but if not properly protected, roof overhangs can
also increase your risk of a wildfire. Vents are used to
remove excess moisture from your attic or crawl space,
but they can also provide an entry point for burning
embers.The siding of your home is another area that can
be exposed to direct flames, radiant heat and burning
embers during a wiidfire, especially if the siding is made
of combustible materials.

"Adapted,with permission, from theUniversity of California
CooperativeExtension;CountyofSanDiego.•

~ Cover your roof and vertical wall vents with 1/4 inch,
non-combustible, corrosion -resistant, metal mesh.
Metal mesh will help keep burning embers from
entering the attic and/or crawl spaces, while still
allowing airflow for moisture control. . • BankofAmerica
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To learn more, contact San DiegoRre-Rescue Department
at www.sandiego.govlflreandems

To learnmore,contactSan DiegoFire-RescueDepartment
at www.sandiego.govlfireandems
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Keepgaps in between deck boards free of combustible
debris. Cleaning gaps also improves ventilation and
drainage to prevent decay. Dry,decaying wood ignites
easierthan wood in good condition.

For deck construction, use thicker deck boards at least
1.5 inches thick. Thinner boards ignite easier, release
heat much faster and can be a higher hazard to
adjacent windows and siding.

"Adopted. withpermission.from theUniversityofCalifornia
Cooperative EKtenslon.CounryofSanDiego."

Remove combustible debris,vegetation. furnishings
and other materials located on top, around, and on the
undersides of attached decks. Combustible materials
can easily ignite from burning embers, long after
wildfire flames have passed.

Enclose or rate the underside of decks to prevent fire
spread. Usea rock mulch to prevent vegetation
growth. To prevent moisture related damage. make
sure your deck enclosure is adequately ventilated. This
eliminates the need to clean underneath your decks
and is particuiarly helpful for decks that are slightly
raised above ground and are difficult to access.

Reduce YOURRisk:

Structure
Zone

WHAT IS THE TRUCT UREZONE? THE STRUCTUREZONE
CONTAINS TIPS TO RED UCE FIRE RIS KS TO YOUR HOME
AND OTHER STRUCTURES ON YOUR PROPERTY.

Attached decks can be exposed to direct flames, radiant
heat and burning embers when a wildfire breaks out. .

Flames or embers can ignite your deck and endanger your

entire home. The largest threat is from airborne embers

that can ignite combustible debris above and below the
deck. Attached decks are frequently located adjacent to

sliding glass doors which are susceptible to breaking when

exposed to the flames and the heat of a fire. Decks are

often built with combustible.materials and usually incorpo
rate spaces between board gaps that can collect debris.

Furnishings on the top of the deck can also catch on.fire.

Reduce YOURRisk:

Usedeck boards constructed of fire-resistant materials

or fire-retardant lumber treated for exterior use. These

materials will improve your deck 's fire resistance when
compared to untreated wood and other wood-plastic

composite decking products. Solid surface decks

constructed of fire-resistant materials such as concrete
and stone are another'good option.

New decks located within 3S feet of the main struc­

ture (Zone Onelshall be minimum l-hr fire rated

and/or non-combustible construction. Structures,

other than fences, are typically not allowed within

Zone Two of the Defensible Space

Tolearnmore,contact San DiegoFire-Rescue Department
at www.sandiego.govlfireandems



Preventwindows
from breaking due
to flying embers
and debris .
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entry directly through
the windowassembly
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Use low-growing, irrigated vegetation under or near
windows. Remove combustible debris and furnish­
ings located near windows and glass doors. Windows
may break when exposed to the flames arid heat of
burning materials nearby.

"Adapted,withpermission, from theUnivefsityofCalifornia
CooperativeExtension.CounryofSanDiego."

Make temporary window covers, such as pre-cut and
marked pieces of plywood, which can be quickly
installed prior to evacuation. Even fire-resistant
windows are likely to break in a severe firestorm.
Temporary covers add additional protection.

Window dam'age
fromfirecanincrease
the risk of flames
spreading to the rest
of the structure.

Illustration adapted with perm/ulan frorntheRancho SantaFeFifeDeponmem.

Reduce YOUR Risk:
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Structure
Zone
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Use tempered glass
in either the outside
pane or both panes
of your windows.
Tempered glass is
stronger than
regular annealed
glass.

To learn more,contact San Diego Fire-Rescue Department
at www.sandiego.gov/fireandems

WHAT IS THE STRUCTURE ZONE? THE STRUCTURE ZONE
CONTAINS TIPS TO REDUCE FIRE RISKS TO YO UR HOME
AND OTHERSTRUCTURESON YOUR PROPERTY.

For-the qrearestamount of protection, install dual­
pane windows. Two panes offer added protection
with the outer pane serVing as a thermal shield for
the inner pane . .

The glass in your window pane is the most vulnerable part
of a window in a wildfire. Broken window glass can allow
wildfire flames and burning embers to enter the inside of
your home and the flames can quickly ignite the interior.
Damage to window frames from radiant heat or direct
flames can burn through the frame material and catch on
fire, causing the glass to break or fall out,

Reduce YOUR Risk:
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Illustrationadopted with permissionfrom theRancho Santa FeFirt Depotrment.

Reduce YOUR Risk:

Use non-combustible materials or th icker lumber for
fences and gates attached to your home and for
fences on the lot line . Fences constructed of combus­
tible materials present a greater fire hazard the closer
they are to your home. Avoid using combustible
materials for any new fencing located within zone one
of the Defensible Space, .

Keep the bottom of fence boards clear of leaves and
debris . These materials can accumulate and ignite
from ember exposure. Maintain and waternearby
vegetation and climbing vines on your fence. Dead
vegetation can easily ignite.

Stack firewood at least 50 feet from your home and'
clear combustible vegetationwithin ten feet of a
firewood pile. Burning embers can easily ignite a
firewood stack and endanger your home,particularly
if stacked next to the house.

Do not store firewood stacks In an uphill location
from your home. A burning firewood stack can fall
apart, roll down a hill and ignite your home.

Il>.

Structure
Zone

New accessorystructures located within 35 feet of the
main structure (Zone One) shall be minimum l-hr fire
rated and/or non-combustible construction.Structures,
other than fences,are typically not allowed within Zone
Two of the Defensible Space.

WHAT IS THE STRUCTURE ZONE? THE STRUCTURE ZONE
CONTA INS TIPS TO REDUCE EIRE RISKS TO YOUR HOME
AND OTHER STRUCTURES ON YOUR PROPERTY.

Remove unnecessarystructures from your property.
The closer and more prevalent other structures are

. to your home, the greater fire hazard they present.

Reduce YOURRisk:

Outdoor structures such as storage sheds and gazebos
can catch fire easily when constructed with combustible
materials. If connected directly to your home, fences
made with combustible material can also threaten your
home. Combustible materials stored outdoors, such as
.firewood can pose another risk as well.,

Use non-combustible materials for roofs and siding,
particularly if a structure must be located close to
your home. The same construction concepts used
to protect your home should also be used for other
structures on your property.

"Adapted.withpetmtssion, from theUniversityofCalifornia
Cooperative Exrension.CounryofSanDiego.·
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To learnmore,contactSan DiegoRre-RescueDepartment
at www.sandiego.gov/fireandems
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Create a disaster preparedness kitwith ess~ntial supplies.

For pets,provide food and waterforthree days; stakesand
tie-outsfor dogs; leashes and collars with10 tags;waste
disposal supplies:medications and first-aid ~it; healthrecords;
veterinariancontact informationwith authorizationto treat;
and,proofof ownership,such as photos or registrotion.

Forlivestock.items to considerare hay,feed,and waterfor
three days; non-nylonleads and halters; fi rstaid items;wire
cuttersand a sharp knife; leg wraps,blankets; lime or bleach;
fiy spray;shovel;water buckers;plastic trash barrel withlids;
flashlights; medical records;veterinarian contact information
withauthorization to treat;and,proofofownership,suchas
photos or registration.

·Adapted.withpermission. from theUniversityofCalifornia
Caooemttve Extension,CountyofSanDiego."

Place yourcontact information,including an emergency contact
numberon yourpets' JD tags,microchip reqistrations and licenses.
Contact infonnationwill helpreuniteyouwith your animals ifyou
becomeseparated,

Ifyou must leaveyourpets or livestock, leave them ina
pre-selected areawith enough foodand waterfor72hours.
Surplus foodand waterisneeded incaseyoucannot immediately
returnto careforyouranimals. p,ets and small animals maybe
kept closed in the house, ina bathroom,or utility room. For
livestock. considera clearedarea,suchas a pen orarena.

When evacuating, leave a signoutside letting potential rescuers
knowifyouranimals wereevacuatedwithyouor iftheyarestiil
on your property.

lea rn moreabout animal safety and emergency planningfrom County
of San'Diego Services at www.sddac.com

ore . II (619) 236·4250.

Structure
Zone

WHAT IS THE PET & LIVE 1 CK Z NEI THE PETS AND
LIVESTOCK ZONE IS ABOUT EVACUATION AND PREPARED·
NESS SAFETYTIPS FOR YOUR ANIMALS AND LIVESTOCK.

Failure to plan forthe evacuation of pets and livestockcan create
delays when time may be limited. Lack of supplies or arrange­
ments may result in inadequate care and distress for your
animals,or difficulty in finding a place for them. Because evacu­
ating your animals can be tlrne-consurnlnq, you should leave
sooner rather than later when there .isan approaching wildfire.
Firefighters are not responsible for rescuing and evacuating
your pets and animals. Last-minuteevacuations
can become stressfulanddanqerous.

Reduce YOURRlsk;

Create defensible spacearoundbarns, pastures, kennels and
enclosed pens,justasyouwould yourhome. Defensible space
provides additional protection for animal boarding and animal
carespaces.

Plan whereto takeyour animals ifyouhaveto evacuate. Choices
for anevacuationlocation maybe limited. Often times,thereisnot
room to housefamily petsat evacuation shelters. For smaller
animals,considerwhetherto boardyour pet with a friendorfamily
member-pel-friendly hotel oranimalsheller. For livestock. consider
fairgrounds,stockyards orlarge animal boarding facilities.

Plantransportationforyour animals. When evacuating, some
animaismayrequireadditional timeandspecialequipment Be sure
that youhaveadequatepetcarriers foreachpet-large enoughfor
petsto standupandtumaround in. Forlivestock. ifyou do nothave
access to a truckandtrailer, youshouldmake otherarrongements.

Make arrangements with someoneto checkon andevacuate
yourpetsand livestock. if youareunavailable.

To learnmore,contact San DiegoFire-Rescue Department
al www.sandiego.govlfireandems

To learn more,contact San DiegoFire-Rescue Department
at www.sandiego.gov/frreandems
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"In Caseof Evacuation" List

An "In Case of Evacuation" list saves time and ensures
essential items are not forgotten. Prioritize items in order
of importance and include:

" Household members' name and age
• Location of "3'Day Ernerqency Backpack"
• Pets and animals
• Family valuables
• Important documents such as birth/marriage

certificates, vaccination records, financial documents,
passports, insurance papers, and personal phone
and address book.

• Computer back-up discs

3-Day Emergency Backpack .

o Three days of water, dry or canned food and a
change of clothing

o Sleeping bag or blanket and a first aid kit, including
medications

o Important documents such as birt,h/marriage certificates,
vaccination records,financial documents, passports,
insurance papers and a personal phone and addressbook

o Sanitation supplies and wet wipes

o Special items for infants, elderly, or disabled

o Extra pair of eyeglasses

o Battery-powered flashlight, radio and extra batteries

o Dust-mask/bandana and work gloves

o Games, toys, books, or other entertainment items
to pass time •

If you have pets c r.llvestcck , more Inform atlon can be found on
the Pet sand Livest ock card in this publication sertes.

IT IS EXTREMELY IMPORTANT TO CREATE AND REVIEWA
FAMILY DI SASTER PLAN IN THE EVENT OF A WILDFIRE.
EVERYONE IN YOUR HOUSEHOLD SHOULD BE FAMILIAR
\"'ITH THE PLAN.

'-\ "3-Day Emergency Backpack"for each person and pe t.

"" Two ways to escape from each room and a meeting point

outside

,,\ Two escape routes from your neighborhood

,,\ A contact person away from your neighborhood

"" Preparations for pet or animal tr ansportation

" Evacuation procedures for children, pets, or valuables in case

adults are not available to oversee evacuation

, \ Posted message indicating where you can be found and the

date and tlrne you left

\ .., Review home insurance coverage and limits annually.

Financial hardship can result if homeowner's insurance does

not cover ycurtosses.

~ Keep an up-to-date driver's license or 10 card with current

address. Ident'ifica~ion may be required to-re-enter your

neighborhood after a wildfire.

\', Keep at least a half a tank of gas In your vehicles at all times

during wildfire season. Time or ac~ess may be limited to refuel

'during an evacuation.

Create ~ Family Prep~redness Plan tha t includes: .

'" An "In Case of Evacuation" list posted prominently for quick
reference. (Seeback of card for list) \

It is extrem_ely important you and your family be prepared
for the emergency and possible evacuation before the event
of a wildfire. Time may 'be limited. Lack of planning and
preparedness can create delays in an evacuation and
.increase the risk to life and property.

Create and review a family preparedness plan. Everyone in
your household should be fam iliar with the plan. Review it
annually with your family and keep it up to date. Failure to
create a f1amily plan can leave members of your household
confused and distraught during a wildfire emsrqency.

Tolearn more,contact San Diego Fire-Rescue Department
at www.sandiego.govlfireandems

To learn more,contact San Diego Fire-Rescue Department
at www.sandiego.govlfireandems


